
   
 

 

Call for Papers 
“LAW AND BEYOND” 

Innovative strategies to address  
urgent cross-cutting challenges 

 
I. About the project 

 
Modernising European Legal Education (MELE) is a Strategic Partnership for Higher 
Education funded by the European Union’s Erasmus+ programme (KA203). This three-
year project started on 1 September 2020. Campus Fryslân-University of Groningen is 
collaborating with eight other European partner universities (Belgrade-Serbia, Zagreb-
Croatia, Ss. Cyrill and Methodius Skopje-Northern Macedonia, Cadiz-Spain, Mykolos 
Romeris Vilnius-Lithuania, Regent's University London-United Kingdom, Saarland-
Germany) and the South Eastern European Law School Network (SEELS) on this project, 
which is coordinated by Prof. Dr. Thomas Giegerich, Director of the Europa-Institut of the 
University of Saarland. The consortium partners of MELE intend to enhance the 
transversal competences and academic skills of students by improving the teaching skills 
of academic staff among all consortium partners. 
 

II. About the edited volume 
 

The structure of the edited volume is based on a survey among the partner institutions 
of the project, which identifies the status on teaching transversal competences in legal 
studies. Based on this empirical dataset it can be concluded that certain topics have been 
translated into established legal disciplines, whereas other topics are considered as 
cross-sectional/cross-cutting in the current practice of legal education and research. 
While such cross-sectional areas (“Querschnittsmaterien”) are of increasing societal 
relevance in many cases and sometimes present urgent challenges, they are hardly 
addressed through the conventional framework of legal education and research. Thus, 
the question appears whether conventional legal education can address these cross-
cutting societal challenges, which are influenced by a chorus of factors and stakeholders.  
 
The different sections and chapters of the volume explore how the cross-cutting topics 
could better be addressed through the adoption of innovative substantive, 
methodological and didactic approaches to legal education and research. Specifically, we 
aim to include sections on topics such as climate change, the digital transformation, as 

https://europainstitut.de/en/mele


well as other urgent societal challenges (e.g. preserving the rule of law and democracy, 
addressing gender related issues, or the impact of COVID-19 on the legal order and 
society). The contributions will address these and related subjects, and analyse how 
innovation in education and research could help to address cross-cutting topics better.  
Each submission to the edited volume focuses on the illustration of the complex 
interaction between the cross-cutting topics and associated legal questions. Such 
reconsideration of established approaches in the field of law with an eye to towards 
interdisciplinarity results in particular from the needs of young lawyers entering the 
labour market, as well as the societal need to develop innovative governance strategies 
to address urgent and relevant societal challenges. The constantly changing working 
environment in which lawyers increasingly find themselves presents new challenges. 
Unfortunately, classical legal studies do not reflect the importance of most of the cross-
cutting issues and many in the academic community are hesitant to incorporate emerging 
topics in their work. This volume will collect the work of scholars who aim to modernise 
legal education in a European context. 
 

III. Call for submissions 
 

The call is open to academics of all ranks, including PhD Candidates and Post-Doc 
Researchers who are explicitly encouraged to publish within this project. The publication 
of this volume is supported by an international workshop at Campus Fryslân-University 
of Groningen in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands. During the workshop drafts of the 
chapters will be presented and selected experts will be invited to comment on the 
proposed contents and ideas, with a particular emphasis on the development of 
interdisciplinary problem-solving strategies with legal or regulatory elements. 
 
We invite submissions relating to cross-cutting topics such as gender, discrimination, 
climate change, digitalisation, and multilevel governance. This list is not comprehensive, 
and a selection will be made based on the quality of submissions. 
 
Papers can be submitted by authors group but no more than 3 authors should work 
together.  
 
References have to be made according to the Chicago Manual Style, Humanities Style, 
https://resource-cms.springernature.com/springer-
cms/rest/v1/content/40196/data/References+Humanities+Style.  
 
Each chapter has to contain original research that has not been published elsewhere, and 
shall have a maximum length of 8,000 words. The word count limit includes figures, 
illustrations, tables, notes, and references. Each figure or illustration counts as 500 words 
and each table counts as 300 words, which must be factored into the total word 

https://resource-cms.springernature.com/springer-cms/rest/v1/content/40196/data/References+Humanities+Style
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count. During the revisions stage, after the peer-review process, authors can extend the 
chapter length to a maximum of 10,000 words to address the reviewers and editors’ 
comments. 
 

IV. Relevant Dates 
 
Submission of abstracts (500 words): 28 February 2022 
Notification of acceptance: 31 March 2022 
Deadline for first draft submission: 1 September 2022 
Peer-review period: 2 September 2022 to 30 November 2022 
Workshop at Campus Fryslân: January 2023 
Final submission: end of February 2023 
Intended final publication date: August 2023 
Prospective publisher: Springer 
 

V. Contact 

Please submit your abstracts to the editorial board of the MELE project via 
project@europainstitut.de.  

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Oskar Gstrein (o.j.gstrein@rug.nl). 
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